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Attached you will find the document Decision Tree for People with COVID-19 Symptoms. This guidance 
document is based on CDC guidelines and is intended to be a resource for making decisions related to COVID-
19.  It contains common scenarios that businesses may encounter with their staff and employees.   
 

The Williams County Health Department recommendations are based on the Center for Disease Control and 

Prevention’s current COVID-19 guidance. As of July 20, 2020, the CDC states that a person can be released 

from home isolation when they meet the following symptom-based criteria: 

 Changed from “at least 72 hours” to “at least 24 hours” have passed since last fever without the use of 

fever-reducing medications. 

 Changed from “improvement in respiratory symptoms” to “improvement in symptoms” to address 

expanding list of symptoms associated with COVID-19.A test-based strategy is no longer recommended 

to determine when to discontinue home isolation, except in certain circumstances. 

Repeat testing for COVID-19 is no longer recommended by the CDC in the 3 month period following their first 

positive test for current infection/illness.  This means that once a person has completed their isolation (at least 

10 days, 24 hours fever free, and improvement of symptoms) they are released by the health department and 

can return to work.  A repeat test following their isolation can continue to produce a positive result for the 

next 3 months; however, this does not mean that the person is contagious anymore.  It means that there is a 

small amount of the virus left in their body that is detectable in a lab test but not enough to be 

contagious.  For more information: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-

patients.html 
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Williams County Health District 
Decision Tree for People with COVID-19 Symptoms  

This document is based on CDC guidance and is intended to be a resource for employers to make decisions related to COVID-19. 
 

COVID-19 symptoms 
occur during the 
workplace/event 

Test Results for 
COVID-19 

No lab test but 
diagnosed with 
COVID-19 by a 

healthcare provider 

Diagnosis other than 
COVID-19 

Exposure to COVID-19 
 

CDC Symptoms:  
At least 1 of the 
following: cough (new 
or change from 
normal), shortness of 
breath, difficulty 
breathing 
OR 
At least 2 of the 
following: fever, chills, 
muscle pain, sore 
throat, loss of sense of 
smell/taste, 
congestion/runny nose, 
headache, and GI 
symptom (vomiting, 
diarrhea, nausea) 
 
Place person in a 
separate room away 
from other people, 
maintain physical 
distance and wear PPE.  
Recommend person 
wear a mask and get 
tested.  Send person 
home.  Wait 24 hours 
to disinfect room. 

Pending test result: Recommend 
isolation of person and their household 
at home pending result.   
 
Positive test result*: Health dept. will 
monitor these individuals daily until they 
are released from isolation.  People shall 
stay home at least 10 days since 
symptoms first appeared or from test 
date if asymptomatic AND until no fever 
for at least 24 hours without fever 
reducing medication AND improvement 
of other symptoms. Household members 
shall stay at home to quarantine and will 
be monitored by health dept. for 14 days. 
* 
 
Negative test result but has symptoms 
with no other diagnosis: Follow 
healthcare provider recommendation on 
return to work.  Recommend that people 
stay home at least 10 days since 
symptoms first appeared AND until no 
fever for at least 24 hours without fever 
reducing medication AND improvement 
of other symptoms. 
 
Do not repeat COVID-19 test for current 
infection within 3 months from first 
test/illness. They may continue to 
produce a positive result but are not 
infectious anymore once they complete 
their 10 day isolation. 

These persons are not 
monitored by the 
health dept. but may 
have been seen by 
their provider or 
through a telehealth 
visit and told to 
isolate/quarantine. 
Follow provider’s 
return to work 
recommendation. 
 
Employee: 
Recommend stay at 
home at least 10 days 
since symptoms first 
appeared AND until 
no fever for at least 24 
hours without 
medication AND 
improvement of other 
symptoms. 
 
Household Members: 
Recommend that 
household members 
stay at home to 
quarantine for 14 
days. 

Stay home until 
symptoms have 
improved.  Follow 
return to work 
recommendation from 
provider. 
 
Recommend staying 
home for 24 hours 
after symptoms have 
resolved.  For 
example, 24 hours 
have passed since last 
episode of vomiting or 
diarrhea before 
returning to work.  
 
 
 
 

 

Exposure and Quarantined by Health Dept: 
Persons shall quarantine at home for 14 days if 
they are a close contact (within 6 ft. for 15 min 
or longer) to a person with COVID-19 during 
the infectious period when named as a close 
contact to a confirmed case.  This person will 
receive a document from health dept. to 
quarantine. 
 
Employee with Exposure: A person who states 
they or a family member had exposure but 
have not been officially quarantined by health 
dept.  Consider enhancing safety measures in 
the workplace or have person work from home 
for the 14 days from the last exposure if 
possible.  Monitor for symptoms.  Recommend 
testing by healthcare provider. 
 
Out of State Travel Advisories: Consult ODH 
Website for Travel Advisories related 
quarantine.  Persons are recommended to 
practice self-quarantine for 14 days upon 
their return. 

* Health depts. are only notified of positive test results.  These confirmed cases and their close contacts will be monitored by the health department.   
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