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e The Williams County Health Department meets with local medical facilities each week to discuss the status of
the hospital and healthcare system. For the last month, they have shared that the medical system is suffering.
This is preventable. Please encourage your neighbors, coworkers, family, & friends to wear a mask in public
indoor settings, stay home if sick, and most importantly, get the COVID-19 vaccine and booster when eligible.

e What is the Omicron variant?*
0 Omicron is a new variant of the SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes COVID-19. The Omicron variant has been
detected in northern Ohio.

e Is Omicron as serious a health risk as other variants? Is it more or less contagious?*

0 Datais still being collected to answer these questions. In the meantime, it is important to remember
that any COVID infection can be life
threatening especially for people with
underlying medical conditions.

0 Inthe UK, Omicron cases are growing
rapidly with a doubling time of 2.5-3 days.
It is projected that it is likely 2-3 times
more transmissible than the Delta variant.
There is ongoing research to learn more.

0 InRegion 5 (IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, W), it is
estimated that the Omicron variant made
up 92.3% of all COVID-19 cases from
12/11 through 12/18.

Click here for larger image: https://bit.ly/3yRBNSL

e Are the vaccines effective against this variant?*

0 Current vaccines are expected to protect against severe illness, hospitalizations, and deaths due to
infection with the Omicron variant. The best way to prevent the spread of this new variant or any other
variant is to get vaccinated, get a booster if you are eligible (6 months after 2nd dose of Pfizer/Moderna,
2 months after 1 dose of J&J), and to wear a mask in indoor public settings or in a crowded environment.

0 Because immunity has been shown to wane over time, it is important to maintain protection against
mild and moderate disease by getting the recommended COVID-19 booster.

* Sources: Public Health Collaborative (PHC) & Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC)
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e Get tested before gathering with loved ones this holiday season.
0 Make sure that you are not unknowingly spreading COVID-19 to your loved ones. Before you gather,
take a COVID-19 test to make sure you are not positive.
0 Free COVID-19 testing resources are available throughout the county at Williams County Public Libraries
and the Montpelier Public Library. Learn more: https://bit.ly/3ybc6 Ml
0 Other local testing sites can be found here: https://bit.ly/3GKQKZf
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